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SUBJECT: Request for department approval to undertake a master plan amendment process at Rib Mountain State Park 
for the purpose of expanding the Granite Peak Ski Area. 

FOR: February 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Dan Schuller, Director, Bureau of Parks and Recreation 

SUMMARY: 

Rib Mountain State Park located in Marathon County has provided alpine skiing since the 1930's. In the year 2000, the 
department entered into a 30 year lease and concession agreement with Charles Skinner, who is the owner and operator 
of Granite Peak Ski Area located within the boundaries of Rib Mountain State Park. The Granite Peak Ski Area under this 
lease agreement utilizes 385 acres of state park land for the ski area operations that includes 7 4 ski runs, eight chairlifts 
and a base facility that provides food, beverage and ski rentals. 

Recently, Granite Peak has submitted a request to the department to increase the lease area by an additional 150 acres. 
The 150 acres are adjacent to the existing leased area and would be used to build youth friendly ski runs, chalrlifts and a 
day use area. This expansion is projected to grow skier visits from 110,000 annually to 200,000. 

Approval of this request would open the process for a master plan amendment. Rib Mountain State Park does have a 
current NR 44 master plan. The department would undertake a thorough review of the expansion request that will include 
public input. After the department's evaluation, the expansion request will be brought back to the Board with a 
recommended action that may include recommendations for no change to the lease area, changes that would reduce the 
proposed lease expansion or accept the proposal as requested. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of request to undertake a master plan amendment process at Rib Mountain State Park for 
the purpose of expanding the Granite Peak Ski Area. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
1:8:1 Background memo 
1:8:1 Rib Mountain State Park Maps A & B 

Approved by 

Dan Schuller, 
Bureau Director 

Kurt Thiede, Land Division 
Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 
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D Type name of attachment if applicable 
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